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Trump denies vulgar remark 
at immigration meeting 


BY ANNE GEARAN AND ED O’KEEFE 
Washington Post 


President Donald Trump 
acknowledged Friday that he 
used “tough” language during a 
meeting on efforts toward a 
bipartisan immigration deal but 
appeared to deny using the term 
“shithole” to refer to some 
countries. 

“The language used by me at 
the DACA meeting was tough, 
but this was not the language 
used. What was really tough was 


the outlandish 
proposal made - a 
big setback for 
DACA!” Trump 
wrote on Twitter, 
referring to the 
Obama adminis- 
tration’s Deferred Donald 


Action for Child- Trump 
hood Arrivals 
program. 

Spokesmen for the White 


House did not immediately re- 
spond to a request for clarifica- 
tion Friday. The White House did 
not deny Thursday that Trump 


used the vulgarity, 
first reported by 
The Washington 
Post and later 
confirmed by 
numerous other 
news outlets. 

In a later tweet, 
Trump focused 
on remarks attri- 
buted to him about Haiti, say- 
ing: “Never said anything de- 
rogatory about Haitians other 
than Haiti is, obviously, a very 
poor and troubled country. Nev- 
er said, ‘Take them out.’ Made 


Richard 
Durbin 


© wore insie 


Trump cancels trip to London to open new 
U.S. Embassy, avoiding likely protests. 4A 


up by Dems. I have a wonderful 
relationship with Haitians. Prob- 
ably should record future meet- 
ings - unfortunately, no trust!” 
Sen. Richard Durbin, D-Ill., 
one of the lawmakers who at- 
tended the meeting, said in 
comments to reporters and in a 
written statement on Friday that 
Trump’s denial was false. The 
president, according to Durbin, 


“said things that were hate- 
filled, vile and racist.” Trump 
used the words “repeatedly,” 
the senator said. 

“T cannot believe that in the 
history of the White House, in 
that Oval Office, any president 
has ever spoken the words that I 
personally heard our president 
speak yesterday,” Durbin said. 

Almost 24 hours after 
Trump’s reported comments, 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, who was 
at the Oval Office on Thursday 
to present a bipartisan agree- 
ment to overhaul the nation’s 
immigration system to Trump, 
broke his public silence about 
the meeting. 

The South Carolina Repub- 
lican released a statement Fri- 
day afternoon saying that he 
“said my piece directly to 
(Trump).” 


SEE TRUMP, 4A 


Charters 
divert funds 
from public 
schools, 
study finds 


BY T. KEUNG HUI 
khui@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Charter schools in North Car- 
olina are taking money away 
from traditional public schools 
and reducing what services those 
school districts can provide to 
their students, according to a new 
research paper co-written by a 
Duke University professor. 

The paper, released in De- 
cember, found that charter 
schools had “significant nega- 
tive fiscal” effects on Durham 
Public Schools, the Orange 
County school system and four 
other North Carolina districts 
studied in the report. In the case 
of Durham, the 
study found that 
charter schools 
are creating a 
fiscal burden for 
the district be- 
tween $500 and 
$700 per student. 

“(North Car- 
olina) is imposing 
additional costs 
on local districts by authorizing 
charter schools,” Duke Uni- 
versity professor Helen Ladd 
and University of Rochester 
professor John Singleton wrote 
in the study. “As we have 
shown, the negative financial 
impacts are large, particularly in 
the urban and densely pop- 
ulated district of Durham but 
also in some of the non-urban 
counties as well. 

“Moreover, the continued 
expansion of charter schools in 
non-urban districts is likely to 
impose an increasingly large 
fiscal burden over time.” 

Charter school supporters say 
the new study is divisive at a 
time when both branches of 
public schools should be trying 
to work together. 

“These types of studies drive 
a wedge between districts and 
charters, further discouraging 
them from collaborating with 
one another,” said Terry Stoops, 


SEE CHARTERS, 5A 


NEW FACE FOR CANES FRANCHISE 


Thomas Dundon, left, laughs with Carolina Hurricanes general manager Ron Francis on Friday as Dundon was introduced as the new majority 
owner of the NHL team at a news conference at PNC Arena in Raleigh. Dundon, a Dallas billionaire, takes over majority ownership from Peter 
Karmanos, who has had a leading stake in the team for decades and will remain a minority owner. Dundon agreed to buy 61 percent of the 

franchise, valued at $550 million, with an option to buy the rest in three years. See stories, 1B. 
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The News & Observer names new top editor 


BY RICHARD STRADLING 
rstradling@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The News & Observer and 
the Durham Herald-Sun will 
have a new top editor starting 
next month. 

Robyn Tomlin, managing 
editor of The Dallas Morning 
News, has been chosen by 
McClatchy to become the first 
regional editor for the Car- 
olinas. From her base at The 
N&O, Tomlin, 46, will also 
oversee newsrooms in Durham 
and Charlotte and at five news 
organizations the company 
owns in South Carolina, in- 
cluding The State in Columbia. 

California-based McClatchy, 
which owns 29 news organiza- 
tions across the country, is 
establishing regional editors to 


oversee groups of newsrooms to 
help them collaborate and oper- 
ate more efficiently. 

“Our current system, with 
each newsroom operating sep- 
arately from the others, dis- 
courages cooper- 
ation in favor of 
competition and 
duplication,” the 
company said in 
announcing the 
changes. “By 
working together, 
we will marshal 
all the resources 
and talents and 
expertise from each region, and 
across the company, to produce 
local journalism that is ever 
more essential to the communi- 
ties we serve.” 

At The N&O, Tomlin replac- 
es Executive Editor John 
Drescher, who will take on a 


Robyn 
Tomlin 


new role at the paper as Opin- 
ion and Solutions Editor, work- 
ing with editorial page editor 
Ned Barnett. N&O publisher 
Sara Glines says Drescher will 
lead an effort to better use the 
paper’s “voice, platforms and 
influence” to lead conversa- 
tions on important issues in the 
Triangle. 

Drescher, who was raised in 
Raleigh, began his career as an 
intern at The N&O in 1981 and 
returned to the paper as man- 
aging editor in 2002. He be- 
came executive editor in 2007. 
He said that after 10 years he 
was ready for a new job and 
praised the choice of Tomlin. 

“Robyn knows and loves 
North Carolina,” Drescher said 
in a statement. “She’s an excel- 
lent editor and a strong in- 
novator with the skill and cre- 
ativity to move our newsrooms 


forward and better serve our 
readers.” 

Tomlin moved to Chapel Hill 
as a grade-school student and 
graduated from Chapel Hill 
High School before enrolling at 
Durham Technical Community 
College. It was there that an 
English teacher suggested she 
give journalism a try. She even- 
tually transferred to UNC- 
Chapel Hill, where she gradu- 
ated from the school of Journal- 
ism and Mass Communication 
in 1996. 

She recalls the staff of The 
Daily Tar Heel, the student 
newspaper, erupting in ap- 
plause that year when they 
learned The N&O had won a 
Pulitzer Prize for its series of 
articles on hog farming in 
North Carolina. 


SEE EDITOR, 2A 
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